[Immune response of lymphocytes: new concepts].
The paper discusses a new conceptual model of an immune response, whose basis is formed by the data on the heterogeneity of antigen suspensions, which have been disregarded by the earlier theories. It also concerns with the fact that some cells can show different responses to various antigen dosages. That the cells responsive to an antigen increase in number is regarded not only a process of differentiation, accompanied by its proliferation, but a gradual detection of cells sensitized by different dosages that determine the rate of manifestations and intensity of a response. The paper provides evidence for the hypothesis of the nature of plasma cells, deals with the mechanisms of T- and B-lymphocytic relationships.